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(54) CELL UNION ASSEMBLY FOR ELECTRIC SWITCHGEAR 



(57) Consists of an independent connector element 
which is housed individually in pans which are coupled 
to the modular cells that hold part of the operation and 
protection gear for transformation stations and electric- 
ity distribution, wherein each connector element com- 
prises an elastic and external mount (1), on the interior 
of which is fitted a conductive ring (3) on which are ax- 



ially arranged a plurality of semiconductor pieces (5) 
passing through passages of the ring (3), said conduc- 
tive parts (5) forming a bundle with the facility to displace 
itself axially in the ring and with the facility to swivel in 
make possible both its assembly and the coupling to the 
respective terminals (6) for connection provided in pans 
(7) which are mounted over the insulating mount (1 ) and 
which pertain to each of the adjacent cells. 
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Description 

OBJECT OF THE INVENTION 

[0001 ] The present invention relates to a Interconnec- s 
tion assembly for electrical switchgear cells, and more 
specifically, to a system for coupling electrical switch- 
gear cells or modules able to be used In electrical dis- 
tribution and transformation centres, employing in the 
coupling or interconnection between the cells an inde- 10 
pendent connector element which is housed by plugging 
in, as an intermediate piece, in a the individual pans pro- 
vided for this purpose in each one of the cells equipped 
with the conductor terminals to be joined. 
[0002] The object of the invention is to provide a cou- 15 
pling system or interconnection assembly between cells 
which incorporate parts of the operation and protection 
gear of electrical distribution and transformation sta- 
tions, with characteristics such that the actual coupling 
or interconnection is carried out in such a manner that 20 
it is managed at all times to maintain the impermeability 
of the coupling, both mechanically and electrically, 
thereby preventing that in the interconnection or cou- 
pling operation an escape occurs of the protective gas 
that this type of gear normally incorporates. 25 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] In European Patent N° 0520933 a description 
is given of a coupling system for coupling switchgear 30 
modules for transformation centres and the like, based 
on each of the modules or cells having holes into which 
fit respective pans forming a gastight coupling, with the 
collaboration of a sealing gasket, each pan coming, in 
its small or internal base, equipped with a hole in which 35 
is fixed a contact terminal. 

[0004] Moreover, in that European Patent, it is de- 
scribed how with each pair of pans opposite each other 
and corresponding to two adjacent modules, an insulat- 
ing mount collaborates, as an intermediate coupling 40 
piece, having a shape of a bi-truncated cone and which 
is materialised by an external insulating mount, on the 
entire inside of which is to be found a metallic tube which 
runs the full length longitudinally and inside which are 
housed a plurality of conductive parts, in the form of fin- 
gers, intended for coupling in the appendices that con- 
stitute the contact termi nals of each cell, said co nductive 
pieces or fingers tending to close over the contact ter- 
minals, through the effect of springs or coils on the pe- 
riphery. 

[0005] Between the conductive parts and the metallic 
tube are arranged on the inside of the external insulating 
mount, a series of elastic bands which permit a certain 
lateral mobility of those conductive parts, with the aim 
of taking up possible errors of alignment between the 
contact terminals, either through off-centring of the pans 
and even of the cells that are to be coupled. 
[0006] By employing as a basis the coupling system 



referred to in that European Patent, a number of im- 
provements and enhancements have been introduced, 
protection of which is sought by the applicant through 
the present application. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

[0007] The interconnection assembly for electrical 
switchgear cells which is proposed, includes a first im- 
provement consisting in that the conductive parts are 
mounted in radial passages designed for this purpose 
in a conductor ring, the outside diameter of which cor- 
responds with the inside diameter of the actual external 
and insulating mount, the packet of conductive parts be- 
ing secured on the inside of the insulating mount by vir- 
tue of the contact between the conductive ring men- 
tioned and the mount itself, but with the possibility of 
tilting with respectto this in order that said packet of con- 
ductive parts may be displaced axial ly to couple over 
the contact terminals provided on the interior of the 
pans, even when they are out of alignment. 
[0008] The conductive parts come with a central re- 
cess, determining a length of less width than that of the 
passage of the ring in which is housed each conductive 
part, permitting thereby an axial displacement of the lat- 
ter on the inside of the ring when the connector assem- 
bly is coupled over the corresponding terminal. Said 
conductive parts are pressed against the ring with the 
collaboration of some wrap-around springs, preventing 
in said position any displacement in the longitudinal di- 
rection which could permit the extraction of those con- 
ductive parts. 

[0009] Another improvement consists in that the ex- 
ternal insulating mount of the connector assembly is 
formed by an elastic material which possesses a great 
capacity for deformation permitting it to adapt to the re- 
spective pans, though these be offset with regard to their 
position, so guaranteeing an optimal mechanical seal 
between the connector and the pans of the cells. 
[0010] Moreover, it has been foreseen that the inside 
of the aforesaid elastic mount, is completed with two me- 
tallic tubes that are arranged at each of the extremities 
of the mount in order to provide said mount with a certain 
stiffness that ensures a good seal against the pans, in- 
ternal tubes which have a length less than that of the 
mount in order to leave free the central sector thereof in 
which is fitted the conductive ring that supports the con- 
ductive parts. These metallic and internal stiffening 
tubes of the elastic mount prevent a possible very high 
misalignment, between the elastic mount and the pans, 
from producing an excessive deformation of the mount 
that would entail an incorrect adjustment on the perti- 
nent pan surface, which would give rise to there being 
points without contact between the pan and the mount, 
and thereby a poor sealing action. 
[0011] Another improvement of the interconnection 
assembly concerns the cap which is coupled to the pans 
when there is no requirement or necessity for the electric 
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connection, cap which is provided in order to seal the 
pan hermetically and electrically isolate the contact sit- 
uated on the bottom thereof. 

[001 2] The improvement of the cap consists in achiev- 
ing a good metallic and electrical seal for which reason s 
a configuration similar to that of the connector has been 
foreseen, that is, with an insulating mount of elastic ma- 
terial and an internal metallic socket, this socket estab- 
lishing the electrical contact and providing a certain stiff- 
ness which, combined with the elasticity of the external 
mount ensure a good seal. 

[0013] In addition, the aforementioned metallic socket 
contributes to the creation of an equipotential space on 
the inside of the cap itself, which prevents partial dis- 
charges, in foresight of which on the bottom of the sock- 
et there is a hole through which projects a small protu- 
berance of semiconductor material that comes into con- 
tact with the terminal of the respective cell, putting the 
socket and all the air held inside, at the same potential 
as the connection terminal. This protuberance is provid- 
ed with a certain flexibility in order to absorb possible 
variations in the length and ensure thereby good elec- 
trical contact. 

[0014] The cap mentioned is completed with a second 
metallic socket which, together with the internal socket, 
constitutes a capacitive divider, so that via a metallic tab 
of the external socket it is possible to connect a probe 
to measure the voltage on the bar. 
[0015] A further improvement consists in that the 
three pans of a given cell are joined by means of a three- 
phase metallic plate which acts as a screen, re-conduct- 
ing the field through the pans and thereby avoiding the 
concentration thereof on the rims, three-phase plate 
which is to be found embedded in the pans, being slight- 
ly elbowed which redirects the electric field through the 
inside of the pan. 

[0016] Said plate makes possible a redistribution of 
the electric field on the inside of the pan, being joined 
to the three pans of a cell in the actual process of cell 
moulding, being secured to the cell by welding over the 
length of its periphery. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0017] In order to complete the description being 
made and with the aim of assisting in a better under- 
standing of the characteristics of the invention, accord- 
ing to a preferential example of practical embodiment 
thereof, a set of drawing is attached thereto as an inte- 
gral part of said description, in which drawings, by way 
of illustration and not restrictively, the following is shown: 

Figure 1 .- Shows a representation according to an 
exploded perspective view of the assembly that 
forms the independent connector element each in- 
tended to be housed in a corresponding pan, said 
connector element being provided with the means 
of coupling or interconnection implemented in ac- 
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cordance with the object of the invention. 

Figure 2.- Shows a view in longitudinal cross sec- 
tion of the same assembly of the connector ele- 
ment, as well as a section in side elevation of the 
two pans to be joined, with their pertinent contact 
terminals. 

Figure 3.- Shows a frontal view of the conductive 
ring in which are fitted the semiconductor pieces sit- 
uated coaxially on the incide of the external and 
elastic mount. 

Figure 4.- Shows a view in section of the cap fore- 
seen for mounting on a pan, implemented according 
to the improvements in the invention. 

Figure 5.- Shows a frontal view of the assembly rep- 
resented in the preceding figure. 

Figure 6.- Shows a plan view of the three pans of a 
single cell joined by means of a three-phase metal- 
lic plate. 

Figure 7- Shows a view in transversal section of 
the three-phase metallic plate of the preceding fig- 
ure, with the pertinent pan. 

PREFERENTIAL EMBODIMENT OF THE INVENTION 

[001 8] As can be seen from the aforementioned fig- 
ures, each independent connector element, as is shown 
in figures 1 and 2, for its coupling to two contiguous 
pans, comprises an elastic and insulating mount (1) in 
the shape of a bi-truncated cone, of elastic material, 
which internally is completed with a pairof metallic tubes 
(2) the total length of which, summing that of both, is 
less than that of the mount (1) itself, leaving an interme- 
diate zone for fitting a conductive ring (3) in which are 
practiced a plurality of radial passages (4), in each one 
of which is housed a conductive part (5), in the form of 
a finger, all of the foregoing such that the outside diam- 
eter of the mentioned conductive ring (3) is equal to the 
inside diameter of the elastic mount (1 ), said ring (3) be- 
ing snugly fitted on the inside of the mount (1), in its cen- 
tral area and intercalated between the facing ends of the 
metallic tubes (2) situated on the inside of the mentioned 
elastic mount (1 ), whereby the packet formed by the dif- 
ferent conductive parts (5) housed and positioned in the 
passages (4) of the conductive ring (3) is firmly held on 
the inside of the actual elastic mount (1) by virtue pre- 
cisely of the contact between the ring (3) and the inside 
surface of the mount (1 ), but with the facility for the con- 
ductive parts (5) to swivel with respect to the mount (1 ) 
in order that the assembly of these may be displaced 
axially and be coupled on the conductive terminals (6) 
situated on the inside of the corresponding pans (7). 
even when these are misaligned. 
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[0019] Those conductive parts (5) are provided with 
a central recess (8) which determines a loose-fitting 
housing for each conductive parts (5) in the correspond- 
ing passage (4) of the conductive ring (3), and thereby 
permit the axial displacement of those conductive parts s 
(5) when the connector assembly is coupled on the cor- 
responding terminals and even a tilting thereof when the 
terminals are found to be misaligned. 
[0020] When the conductive parts (5) are situated in 
their correct position, in the ring (3), and the pertinent 10 
springs (9) are mounted in an enveloping or perimetral 
manner on the end parts of those semiconductor pieces 
(5), these shall be left pressing tightly against the ring 
(3), and any displacement in the longitudinal direction 
shall prove impossible, preventing extraction thereof. is 
[0021] With regard to the metallic tubes (2) which the 
elastic mount (1) incorporates internally, they are fore- 
seen for providing this with a certain stiffness which as- 
sures a good seal against the pans (7). 
[0022] With regard to the cap shown in the figures 5 20 
and 6, provided to fit into the pans (7), when the electri- 
cal connection is not necessary, said cap closing the pan 
hermetically and electrically isolating the contact locat- 
ed on the bottom thereof, it is to be pointed out that to 
achieve a good metallic and electrical seal, the afore- 25 
mentioned cap referred to in general with the number 

(10) , has a configuration similar to that of the connector 
described before, that is, an isolating mount (10), also 
elastic in nature, and fitted internally with a metallic 
socket (1 1 ) by means of which the contact is established 30 
and which also facilitates a certain stiffness which, in 
combination with the elasticity of the external mount cor- 
responding to the body of the cap (10), assure a good 
seal. 

[0023] In the bottom of said socket (11) a hole has 35 
been provided through which passes a small protuber- 
ance (12), of semiconductor material, which comes into 
contact with the terminal (6) of the cell, putting the socket 

(11) and ail the air contained inside it at the same po- 
tential as the terminal. This protuberance (12) shall be 40 
flexible material in order to absorb possible variations in 
length and assure a good contact with the correspond- 
ing terminal. 

[0024] Furthermore, that cap (1 0) incorporates, on its 
external part, a second metallic socket (13) which, to- *s 
gether with the socket (11) referred to before, consti- 
tutes a capacitive divider, making it possible for, via a 
metallic tab (1 4) of that external socket (1 3), a probe to 
be connected to measure the voltage on the bar. 
[0025] The said cap (1 0) is secured in the cell, in the so 
closed position, by means of aflat metallic plate (15), in 
which are practiced a pair of oval holes (16) for the pas- 
sage of screws or other appropriate means of fixation. 
[0026] With regard to the pans (7) themselves, mount- 
ed on the pertinent cell, it has been foreseen that the ss 
three pans of a same cell, as is illustrated in figure 6. be 
linked by means of a three-phase metallic plate (17) 
which acts as a screen and diminishes the field through 



the actual pans (7), preventing the concentration of said 
field on the rims, said three-phase metallic plate (17) 
being embedded in the pans (7), being joined to these 
in the actual process of their moulding, being secured 
to the cell by means of welding around Its entire perim- 
eter, said plate (1 7) also having a slight elbow (1 8) in its 
part embedded in the respective pan (7), which redirects 
the electric field through the interior of the latter. 



Claims 

1. Interconnection assembly for electrical switchgear 
celts, applicable to modular cells which incorporate 
parts of the operation and protection equipment of 
electrical distribution and transformation stations, 
which comprise an independent connector element 
which is housed in each of the pans, previously cou- 
pled to the cells, in correspondence with the con- 
ductor terminals to be joined, the connector incor- 
porating on its interior a series of conductive parts 
for the coupling over the cell terminals, the actual 
connector element also having means which permit 
offsetting of the misalignments between the con- 
ductor terminals, being completed with a cap at- 
tachable to the pans when the electrical connection 
is not required, the electrical isolation of the terminal 
situated in the bottom of the cup itself being formed, 
all of the foregoing in order to achieve a leakproof 
coupling both mechanically and electrically, and is 
characterised in that the independent connector 
element comprises: 

a) An external mount of elastic material (1); 

b) a pair of metallic tubes (2), of total length less 
than that of the external and elastic mount (1 ), 
being arranged internally in said mount and ap- 
proximately in correspondence with the outer- 
most sectors thereof, in order to leave a central 
zone of said external and elastic mount (1 ) free; 

c) a bundle of conductive parts (5) mounted ax- 
ial ly in respective passages (4) practiced radi- 
ally in a metallic ring and conductor (3) housed 
directly in the interior of the elastic mount (1), 
said conductive ring (3) being in correspond- 
ence with the central zone, intercalated be- 
tween facing ends of the metallic tubes (2), and 
fitting tightly between the ring (3) and the mount 

(1); 

it having been foreseen that between the conduc- 
tive parts (5) and the metallic tubes (2) a sufficient 
space is determined in order to permit a degree of 
swivelling, in the axial direction, of the bundle 
formed by those conductive parts (5) in order to off- 
set possible misalignments between the terminals 
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(6) to be connected. 

2. Interconnection assembly for electrical switchgear 
cells, in accordance with claim 1 , characterised in 
that the conductive parts (5), have practiced therein 
a central recess (8) determining that in said area of 
the recess (8) the width is less that that offered by 
the holes or passages (4) of the conductive ring (3) 
and, as a consequence, a free space is left between 
the conductive parts (5) and the internal surface of 
the elastic mount (1), which permits an axiai dis- 
placement of those conductive parts (5) in the inte- 
rior of the conductive ring (3) when the connector is 
coupled over the pertinent terminal and even a 
swivelling of the mentioned conductive parts (5), in 
the interior of the mount (1 ) s when the terminals are 
not in alignment. 

3. Interconnection assembly for electrical switchgear 
cells, in accordance with previous claims, charac- 
terised in that over the outermost sectors of the 
conductive parts (5) springs (9) are mounted on the 
periphery which press the bundle of conductive 
parts (5) against the conductive ring (3), impeding 
the displacement in the longitudinal direction and 
the corresponding extraction of said conductive 
parts (5). 

4. Interconnection assembly for electrical switchgear 
cells, in accordance with previous claims, charac- 
terised in that the cap (10) provided for fitting on 
the pans (7) when the electrical connection is not 
necessary, is constituted by an external and insu- 
lating support of elastic material (1 0), with an inter- 
nal and metallic socket (11 ) which provides the elec- 
trical contact and also a certain stiffness which as- 
sures, in combination with the inherent elasticity of 
the body of the cap (10) good impermeability; it hav- 
ing been foreseen that said metallic socket (1 1 ) con- 
tributes to the creation of an equipotential space in 
the interior of the cap (1 0), avoiding partial discharg- 
es, there being provided for this a hole in the bottom 
of the ferrule (11) through which passes a small pro- 
tuberance (12), of flexible, semiconductor material, 
which comes into contact with the corresponding 
terminal of the cell, putting the socket (11) and all 
that contained therein at the same potential as the 
terminal and assuring a good contact with the cor- 
responding terminal. 

5. Interconnection assembly for electrical switchgear 
cells, in accordance with claim 4, characterised in 
that the cap (10) incorporates, on its external part, 
a second metallic socket (13) which, together with 
the internal socket (11), determines a capacitive di- 
vider, permitting a probe to be connected to meas- 
ure the voltage on the bar via a metallic tab (14) 
corresponding to the external socket (13); with the 



particularity that said cap (10) is completed with a 
flat metallic plate (15) with oval holes (16) for secur- 
ing the same to the pertinent cell, ensuring the 
sealed position on the latter. 

5 

6. Interconnection assembly for electrical switchgear 
cells, in accordance with previous claims, charac- 
terised in that the three pans (7) of a same cell are 
joined by means of a three-phase metallic plate 

10 (1 7). which plate is embedded in the pans (7) them- 

selves, with a slight elbow (18) in order to redirect 
the electric field through the interior of the actual 
pan (7), said three-phase metallic plate (17) being 
joined to the pans (7) at the time when these are in 

15 the moulding process. 
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